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within the Project acronym: B Light 2

” B Light 2 — Fostering cross-border business cooperation of SMEs operating on
different sides of the Hungary-Croatia border” of the

Interreg VI-A Hungary-Croatia Programme 2021-2027
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PARTNERSHIP AGREEMENT

for the implementation of Light Project

Light Project title:

Light Project Acronym:

Light Partnership Agreement Number: [insert year + project ID]

between:

Hrvatska agencija za malo gospodarstvo, inovacije i investicije / Croatian Agency for SMEs, Innovation
and Investments, acting as the Lead Partner on B Light 2,

Address: Ksaver 208, 10 000 Zagreb
Republic of Croatia
Tax number (OIB number): 25609559342

represented by Vjeran Vrbanec, Chairman of the Board of Directors and Ante-Janko Bobetko, Deputy
Chairman of the Board of Directors

(Hereinafter referred to as Lead Partner)
and

Light Partner 1

[full name in original language],

Address: [address, postal number city, country]
Tax number (OIB number): [tax number]
represented by: Name, Surname, title

Light Partner 2
[full name in original language]
Address: [address, postal number city, country]
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Tax number (OIB number): [tax number]
represented by: Name, Surname, title

Light Partner 3

[full name in original language]

Address: [address, postal number city, country]
Tax number (OIB number): [tax number]

represented by: Name, Surname, title

Light Partner 4

[full name in original language]

Address: [address, postal number city, country]
Tax number (OIB number): [tax number]
represented by: Name, Surname, title

(Hereinafter jointly referred to as Parties)

who hereby conclude the following:

B Light
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Legal framework

The provisions of this Addendum of the Partnership Agreement are based on the following EU legislation,
Programme rules and guidelines and national legislation:

- Regulation (EU) 2021/1060 of the European Parliament and of the Council of 24 June 2021
laying down common provisions on the European Regional Development Fund, the European
Social Fund Plus, the Cohesion Fund, the Just Transition Fund and the European Maritime,
Fisheries and Aquaculture Fund and financial rules for those and for the Asylum, Migration
and Integration Fund, the Internal Security Fund and the Instrument for Financial Support for
Border Management and Visa Policy (hereinafter referred to as the CPR);

- Regulation (EU) 2021/1058 of the European Parliament and of the Council of 24 June 2021 on
the European Regional Development Fund and on the Cohesion Fund (hereinafter referred to
as the ERDF Regulation);

- Regulation (EU) 2021/1059 of the European Parliament and of the Council of 24 June 2021 on
specific provisions for the European territorial cooperation goal (Interreg) supported by the
European Regional Development Fund and external financing instruments (hereinafter
referred to as the Interreg Regulation);

- REGULATION (EU, Euratom) 2024/2509 OF THE EUROPEAN PARLIAMENT AND OF THE
COUNCIL of 23 September 2024 on the financial rules applicable to the general budget of the
Union (hereinafter referred to as Financial Regulation);

- Commission Regulation (EU) No 2023/2831 of 13 December 2023, in line with the application
of Articles 107 and 108 of the Treaty on the Functioning of the European Union to de minimis
aid;

- Commission Decision No. 2012/21/EU of 20 December 2011 on the application of Article 106
(2) of the Treaty on the Functioning of the European Union to State aid in the form of public
service compensation granted to certain undertakings entrusted with the operation of
services of general economic interest;

- Commission Regulation (EU) No 651/2014 of 17 June 2014 declaring certain categories of aid
compatible with the common market in application of Articles 107 and 108 of the Treaty;

- Regulation (EU) 2016/679 of the European Parliament and of the Council on the Protection of
natural persons with regard to the processing of personal data and on the free movement of
such data (General Data Protection Regulation, GDPR);

- Implementing acts and delegated acts adopted in accordance with the aforementioned
legislation,

The following regulations, guidelines and other documents have to be also respected in the
framework of the present Agreement:
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- the Interreg VI-A Hungary-Croatia Programme 2021-2027 approved by the European
Commission on 21 March 2024 by Decision C(2024) 1989) CCl 2021TC16RFCB007 (hereinafter
referred to as the Programme);

- EU rules regarding EU horizontal policies such as the rules for competition and entry into the
markets, the protection of the environment, the equal opportunities between men and
women and public procurement;

- Communication from the Commission on the application of the European Union State aid
rules to compensation granted for the provision of services of general economic interest
(2012/C 8/02);

- national rules applicable to the Lead Partner and its Project Partners and their activities;

- the relevant national legislation regarding State aid rules;

- documents of the relevant Call for Light Project Applications, published on the official B Light
2 platform;

- the Project Implementation Manual of the Interreg VI-A Hungary-Croatia Programme, laying
down the programme specific rules for the implementation of the projects;

- Eligibility of Expenditures of the Programme;

- Communication and Visibility Guide of the Interreg VI-A HU-HR Programme, laying down the
programme specific rules on information and publicity measures of the projects;

- visibility and communication guidelines for the Light Partners under B Light 2 project;

- communication Strategy for OSI B Light 2;

- the relevant national level legislation governing the rules of public procurement procedures;

- Implementation Manual for B Light 2 Scheme of the Interreg VI-A Hungary-Croatia
Programme 2021-2027, laying down specific rules for the implementation of Light Projects
financed under the B Light 2 Scheme;

- the proposed Light Project as drafted in the Light Project Application Form and approved by
the Steering Committee of the Scheme.

In case of amendments of the above-mentioned regulations and/or rules, the latest version shall apply.



Co-funded by

M. ’ e'. HmIlCIrcy - the European Union

" Hungary - Croatia

Article 1
Definitions

1. Lead Partner (HAMAG-BICRO): the Lead Partner has been designated by the Monitoring
Committee of the Programme and has full financial and administrative responsibility for the EU
contribution for the entire duration of its Subsidy Contract. The Lead Partner is also responsible
for the proper reporting of progress during B Light 2 project and Light Project implementation
to the Joint Secretariat as stipulated in the Subsidy Contract of funding scheme. In principle, the
Lead Partner has functional (co-ordination of the B Light 2 project and Light Project activities)
and financial responsibilities related to the EU contribution (based on Paragraph (2) of Article 13
of the ETC Regulation).

2. Light Partner: the Light Partners are the SMEs and also R&D organisations selected through a
selection procedure (Call for Light Project Proposals) in order to receive a subsidy from the B
Light 2 scheme. They are responsible for the implementation of their Light Project part and
should cooperate with their fellow Light Partner/Partners from the neighboring country in order
to meet the indicators set out in their Light Project Application form (sheet 5. Indicators)
approved by the Steering Committee.

3. Light Project part: covers a set of activities within the Light Project as a whole, undertaken by
the Light Partners in a defined timeframe and presented as a Light Partners budget sheet in the
budget of the Light Project Application Form.

Article 2
Subject of the Partnership Agreement

1. The purpose of the Partnership Agreement (hereinafter the Agreement) is award of a grant in
accordance with the decision of the Steering Committee, dated [date of SC decision]. An
earmarked subsidy is awarded to the Light Project [ID and acronym]. (hereinafter referred to as
the Light Project) from the ERDF funding under the ‘B Light 2’ operation of strategic importance
of the Interreg VI-A Hungary-Croatia Programme 2021-2027:

Light Project Title:

Light Project Acronym:

Light Project ID:

EU contribution of the Light EUR
project (EUR):
Own contribution (EUR): EUR
Total budget of the Light EUR
Project (EUR):
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Article 3
Financing of the Light Project

1. Awarded subsidy is distributed between the Light Partners as follows:

Light Partner 1

Maximum EU contribution: EUR

Own contribution: EUR
. . EUR

Total budget of the Light project part:

Light Partner 2

Maximum EU contribution: EUR

Own contribution: EUR
. . EUR

Total budget of the Light project part:

Light Partner n

Maximum EU contribution: EUR

Own contribution: EUR
. . EUR

Total budget of the Light project part:

Light Partner n

Maximum EU contribution: EUR

Own contribution: EUR
. . EUR

Total budget of the Light project part:

1. The EU co-financing rates per Light Partner are set in Annex | (Light Project Application Form) of
this Agreement. The EU co-financing rates per Light Partner cannot exceed 80 percent of the total
eligible expenditures.
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The subsidy to be received for the implementation of the Light Project is affected by State aid,
further details and applicable rules can be found in Article 17 and Annex lll of the present
Agreement.

The final amount of Light Partners co-financing will be calculated based on certified expenditures
only. The maximum amount paid by the Lead Partner (HAMAG-BICRO) to the Light Partners
cannot exceed the amount of Light Project co-financing (EU contribution) as defined in paragraph
1 of this Article.

Should the total eligible costs after the completion of the Light Project be lower than the budgeted
amount, the above-mentioned EU contribution awarded under the Programme will be
correspondingly reduced according to the EU co-financing rates per Light Project Partners set in
Annex | (Light Project Application Form).

Reimbursement of the EU contribution is under the condition that the European Commission
makes the funds available to the above-described extent and the Implementing Agreement signed
by the two Member States is in force.

If the European Commission fails to make the funds available or if the Implementing Agreement
signed by the Member States is no longer in force, the Lead Partner will be entitled to withdraw
from the present Agreement.

Funds awarded under this Agreement must be used only to finance the Light Project activities.
The Light Project must not use funds from other programmes co-financed by the European Union
to finance the same part of Light Project activities which are already financed by the B Light 2
scheme (no double funding is permissible).

Each payment by the Lead Partner (HAMAG-BICRO) to the Light Partners shall consist of the
certified and eligible costs for Light Project.
Article 4

Duration of the Light Project and Agreement

Duration of the Light Project

Light Project starting date: [dd/mm/yyyy]
Light Project end date: [dd/mm/yyyy]
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The Light Project activities have to be carried out and finalised within the Light Project
implementation period, and Light Project expenditure — with the exception of preparation costs
— has to be incurred within the Light Project implementation period as defined by Article 4.1.

Preparation costs can only be eligible if they were incurred on or after 1 January 2021 and before
the start date of the Light Project.

The present Agreement is valid from the date of signature by all Parties.

It shall remain in force until all the obligations related to the implementation of its part of Light
Project activities of the Light Project are fulfilled between the parties and until the Lead Partner
(HAMAG-BICRO) has discharged in full its obligations arising from its Subsidy Contract towards
the Managing Authority, including the period of availability of documents for financial controls.

Article 5
Object of use

The EU contribution is awarded exclusively for the implementation of the Light Project as it is
described in the Light Project Application Form approved by the Steering Committee and
contained in Annex I.

Light Project expenditure which qualifies for the EU contribution awarded according to Article 2.1,
consists exclusively of Light Project expenditure related to the Light Project activities listed in the
Light Project Application Form approved by the Steering Committee. The rules for the eligibility
of expenditure are set in the Project Implementation Manual of the Interreg VI-A Hungary-Croatia
Programme and in the Eligibility of Expenditure document. The relevant EU Regulations in force,
in particular Articles 38 to 44 of the Interreg Regulation, as well as the rules contained in Articles
63 to 66 of the CPR, furthermore the national eligibility rules have to be respected. In case of
contradiction between the above-mentioned rules, the stricter rule shall apply.

Article 6
Scope of the Agreement

The Parties, through the present Agreement, which is formally an Addendum to the existing
Partnership Agreement between the LP and the TPs of the B Light 2 project, lay down the rules
of procedures for the work to be carried out and the relations that shall govern the partnership
set up to successfully and efficiently implement the above-mentioned cross-border Light Project.
This Agreement (together with the original, scheme-level Partnership Agreement) shall also
define their mutual responsibilities concerning the administrative and financial management of
the Light Project.
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2. The Light Project Application Form as approved by the Steering Committee, and the Partnership
Agreement as the Annex to the B Light 2 Subsidy Contract (with all its provisions) signed by all
signatories are to be regarded as integral parts of this Agreement, therefore their content and
the obligations set by the above-mentioned documents have to be fully respected by the Parties.

3.

1.

The entering of Light Partners in the B Light 2 Scheme means they become Light Partners of the
B Light 2 project and all relevant documents ruling or regulating the implementation of the B
Light 2 project in force is affecting from that point the Light Partners of the Light Project as well
(Subsidy Contract, Project Implementation Manual of the Interreg VI-A Hungary-Croatia
Programme).

Article 7
Responsibilities of the Light Partners

Each Light Partner separately and in coordination with all Light Partners within a Light Project
shall:

a)
b)
c)

d)

f)

g)

h)

j)

Assume the overall legal and financial responsibility for ensuring the implementation of their
Light Project part and for ensuring the professional management of the Light Project.

The Light Partners consider all rules and obligations as set out in the Partnership Agreement
as the Annex to the B Light 2 Subsidy Contract.

The Light Partners commit themselves to undertake everything in their power to foster the
successful and efficient implementation of the Light Project.

Modification of the activities and content of the Light Project (Light Project Application)
should be handled in line with the rules of the Project Implementation Manual of the Interreg
VI-A Hungary-Croatia Programme.

Coordinate the start, implementation and closure of the Light Project according to the time
schedule as indicated in the latest approved version of the Light Project Application;

Ensure that all reported expenditures have been incurred for the purpose of Light Project
implementation, and correspond to the activities as indicated in the latest approved version
of the Light Project Application, and in accordance with this Agreement;

Ensure that all costs reported within the eligibility period of the Light Project have been
verified by the National Controllers on national level through the INTERREG+ system operated
by Interreg VI-A Hungary-Croatia Programme;

Support the B Light 2 project and the Programme in its communication activities;

inform the Lead Partner (HAMAG-BICRO) immediately about all circumstances that delay,
hinder or make impossible the realisation of the Light Project, as well as all circumstances
that may cause minor and major changes to the present Agreement (if and when necessary);
provide any information regarding the implementation of the Light Project upon request of
the Lead Partner (HAMAG-BICRO) or Programme Bodies, or take the necessary steps
requested by them within the set deadlines.

10
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The Light Partners within the Light Project shall receive support from the B Light 2 Lead Partner
(HAMAG-BICRO) and Territorial Partners to implement the Light Projects within Interreg VI-A
Hungary-Croatia Programme 2021-2027.

In addition, the Light Partners shall:

a.

appoint a project manager who has the operational responsibility for the implementation
of the overall Light Project;

ensure the fulfilment of all conditions, set by the Programme Bodies and Lead Partner
(HAMAG -BICRO) by the approval of the Light Project;

provide access to the premises, documents and information, irrespective of the medium
in which they are stored, for verifications by the Audit Authority (hereinafter referred to
as AA), authorised representatives of the European Commission (hereinafter referred to
as EC), the European Anti-Fraud Office, the European Court of Auditors, the Group of
Auditors and any external auditor authorised by these institutions or bodies. These
verifications may take place up to 5 years starting from 31 December of the year of the
final payment from the Programme to the Lead Partner for the Light Project. The Light
Partners must ensure that all original documents, or their certified copies, in line with the
national legislation related to the implementation of the Light Project, are made available
until the above final date of possible verifications, and until any ongoing audit, verification,
appeal, litigation or pursuit of claim has been completed;

guarantee the access to the databases and documents to all representatives of the
Programme bodies in charge of controls and “on-the-spot” checks;

react promptly to any request made by the Lead Partner and Programme bodies;

be accountable for the implementation of their part the operation and keep at its level all
supporting documents required for the audit trail in accordance with Annex Xlll to
Regulation (EU) 2021/1060; and

make sure to comply with the transparency and communication requirements stipulated
in the Communication and Visibility Guide of the Interreg VI-A HU-HR Programme and
visibility and communication guidelines for the Light Partners under B Light 2 project
developed by LP.

The Light Partners shall take full responsibility for the damages caused to third parties during the
implementation of their part of the Light Project.

In case one or more obligations of the Light Project by Light Partners are not fulfilled, the Lead
Partner (HAMAG-BICRO) reserves the right to terminate the present Agreement. If this is the case,
the Lead Partner shall notify the Programme bodies and the Steering Committee of the decision
and next legal steps.

Article 8
Ownership — Use of Results

11
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1. The Light Partners undertake to enforce the applicable law on intellectual property rights,

regarding any outcome that might be produced during the implementation of the Light Project.

2. Unless formally stipulated otherwise by the Light Partners, ownership of the results of the Light
Project, including industrial and intellectual property rights, and of the reports and other
documents relating to it, shall be vested to the Light Partners.

3. Without prejudice to the Article Visibility, communication and use of Project results, the Light
Partners grant the Lead Partner (HAMAG-BICRO), Joint Secretariat and the Managing Authority
the right to make free use of the results of the Light Project, provided it does not thereby breach
its confidentiality obligations or existing industrial and intellectual property rights.

4. The Light Partners agree that owners of the investments are the following:

- Light Partner 1 name is the owner of the:

5. The Light Partners agree that owners of the Light Project outputs/deliverables are the following:
- Light Partner 1 name is the owner of the:

o isthe owner of the jointly product developed under this Light Project - ;

Light Partner 2 name is the owner of the:

O ererrreeeens ;
- Light Partner 3 name is the owner of the:
(o JTORRT ;
- Light Partner 4 name is the owner of the:
O ererrreeeens ;

6. The Light Partners commit themselves to establishing and maintaining an inventory of all fixed
assets acquired, built or improved within the Light Project.

12
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As to the sustainability of the results of a Light Project after the end of the implementation period,
further as to the steps to be taken after the closure of the Light Project, the Light Partners agree
on the following activities and designate the following rights and duties within the Light Project
partnership:

a) Light Partner 1 takes on the responsibility to reach the minimum value of selling amounting
€ within 2 years after completion of the Light Project;

b) Light Partner 2 takes on the responsibility to reach the minimum value of selling amounting
€ within 2 years after completion of the Light Project;

c) Light Partner 3 takes on the responsibility to reach the minimum value of selling amounting
€ within 2 years after completion of the Light Project;

d) Light Partner 4 takes on the responsibility to reach the minimum value of selling amounting
€ within 2 years after completion of the Light Project.

e) All Light Project Partners take on responsibility to continue cross-border cooperation after
Light Project completion by coordinating and securing a formal statement or agreement
between cooperating entities confirming continued cooperation beyond the end of the
supported Light Project. Such cooperation agreements may be concluded during Light Project
implementation or within one year after Light Project completion and shall not be required
to address the same thematic scope as the completed Light Project.

Article 9
Changes in the Light Project partnership

No changes in the Light Project’s partnership are allowed after the approval of the Light Project
Application by the Steering Committee.

Article 10
Reporting obligations

By signing the present Agreement the Light Partners respect the deadlines of reporting which are
10 days for each Light Partner (20 days in case of the final report) to submit Light Partner Report
to NC-s and 90 days (100 days in case of the final report) for Lead Partner (HAMAG-BICRO) after
the end of the reporting period to submit the Light Project Report to the JS.

In cases of passive Light Project implementation or considerable delay in reporting without
notifying the Lead Partner (HAMAG-BICRO) and JS, the MA is entitled to consider a deduction of
the management costs.

The Light Partners shall submit Light Partner Reports in accordance with the deadlines set in the
INTERREG+ reporting system. After the issuing of all DoVEs, the Lead Partner (HAMAG-BICRO)
prepares and submits the consolidated Light project report and Application for Reimbursement
to the JS.

13
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Article 11
Payment arrangements and use of euro

For transferring purposes, all expenditures incurred and paid in a currency other than EUR shall
be converted to EUR by using the exchange rate of the Croatian National Bank (CNB exchange
rate) on the day that the expenditure will be transferred to the Light Partners.

All payments by the Lead Partner (HAMAG-BICRO) to the Light Partners shall be made in EUR and
transferred to the account indicated in the Detail of the Bank Account provided by the Light
Partners to the Lead Partner (HAMAG-BICRO), in line with applicable national legislation.

Article 12
Eligibility of expenditures

The expenditures related to the Light Project are eligible only if they are in accordance with the
relevant EU legislation, Programme rules, national legislation and other relevant B Light 2 Project
documentation, and if they are in line with the terms and conditions stipulated in the present
Agreement.

Eligible costs must also fulfil all criteria as described in the Guidelines for Light Partner Applicants
for relevant Call.

Eligible costs must be incurred during the Light Project implementation period as defined by
Article 4.1 with the exception of the preparation costs.

Article 13
Procurement rules

Programme level procurement rules to be applied by Light Project Partners are published on the
Programme’s website, as part of the ‘Eligibility of Expenditures’. National rules and legislations
are also to be respected.

Article 14
Irregularities and recoveries

An irregularity may occur at any moment in the Light Project cycle, from programming through to
audit, ex-post monitoring or evaluation. Checks at any stage of Light Project implementation may
indicate that the conditions to be met by a Light Partner after Light Project completion are not
being respected. Irregularity suspicions can be detected by the National Controllers, JS, MA, NA-
s, BAF, AA, EC, European Court of Auditors, European Anti-Fraud Office (OLAF), whistle-blowers,
LP, TPs, other bodies authorised to carry out financial verifications on Light Projects, or other
bodies and individuals, including anonymous ones.

If the irregularity is confirmed during the implementation of the Light Project or after the closure
of the Light Project, the Programme rules laid down in the Project Implementation Manual shall
apply.

Sums unduly paid in respect of the operation shall be recovered by the Member State in
proportion to the period for which the requirements have not been fulfilled.

14
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Article 15
Visibility, communication and use of Light Project results

Any publicity measure undertaken by any of the Light Partners shall be conducted in accordance

with the rules on information and publicity laid down in the Communication and Visibility Guide

of the Interreg VI-A HU-HR Programme and visibility and communication guidelines for the Light

Partners under B Light 2 project.

Information and publicity measures shall be co-ordinated among the Light Partners. Each Light

Partner is equally responsible for promoting the fact that financing for the Light Project is provided

from EU contribution within the framework of the Interreg VI-A Hungary-Croatia Programme

2021-2027 and is responsible for ensuring the adequate promotion of the Light Project and B Light

2 project.

Any notice or publication by the Light Partners, in whatever form and whatever medium, including

the Internet, shall specify that it is the sole responsibility of its author and that the Lead Partner

(HAMAG-BICRO), Programme bodies and the European Union are not liable for any use that may

be made of the information contained therein.

The Light Partners shall be authorised to publish, in whatever form and on or by whatever

medium, including the Internet, the following information:

(a) B Light2 logo;

(b) Name of the Lead Partner (HAMAG-BICRO);

(c) Name of the Light Project and name of Light Partners working on the Light Project;

(d) Description of the Light Project, including its aims, results, expected achievements, outputs,
activities, etc;

(e) Total Light Project budget (in EUR);

(f) The amount of EU co-financing (in EUR);

(g) Duration of the Light Project (dd.mm.yyyy. — dd.mm.yyyy.);

(h) the location of the Light Project and the countries concerned;

(i) A reference to the B Light 2 Project website - https://cbchb.eu/cbc-hu-cro/b-light-2/ (for
example, as a hyperlink on the B Light 2 logo);

(j) Areference to the ERDF;

(k) Disclaimer, as described in Communication and Visibility Guide of the Interreg VI-A HU-HR
Programme.

The Light Partners take note of the fact that the results of the Light Project as well as any study or

analysis produced in the course of the Light Project which, based on the opinion of the Lead

Partner and/or Programme bodies, is considered a public/common good can be made available

to the public, and they agree that the abovementioned results of the Light Project shall be

available for all Light Partners and for the public free of charge.

The Light Partners shall ensure that they have all rights to use any pre-existing intellectual

property rights if necessary for its part of the Light Project implementation.

15
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At the request of the Lead Partner (HAMAG-BICRO), the Light Partners shall send a short
description of the Light Project and the achieved results for the publication of the good stories of
the B Light 2 project (e.g. brochure, Facebook, etc.)
The Light Partners shall respond and participate at the request of the Lead Partner (HAMAG-
BICRO) with their Light Project in making videos or presenting at B Light 2 events.
The Light Partners agree that the Lead Partner (HAMAG-BICRO) may provide the Joint Secretariat
/ Managing Authority or other Programme management bodies to publish, in whatever form,
unrestricted as far as data protection is concerned, and on or by whatever medium, with the
following information:

o title of the Light Project;
the name of the Light Partners;
the amount granted and the EU co-financing rate;
the purpose of the contribution (i.e. the overall objective of the Light Project);
the geographical location of the Light Project;
project results, evaluations, summaries;

o any other information about the Light Project if considered relevant.
The Lead Partner (HAMAG-BICRO) shall be authorised to publish, in whatever form and on or by
whatever medium, including the Internet, (parts of) the Light Project data in order to fulfil its own
reporting, communication and visibility obligations in line with the GDPR.
Any personal data under the present Agreement or Light Project Application shall be processed
by the Lead Partner (HAMAG-BICRO) or other relevant Programme bodies in accordance with
Regulation (EU) No 2016/679 of the European Parliament and of the Council of 27 April 2016 on
the protection of natural person with regard to the processing of personal data and on the free
movement of such data (General Data Protection Regulation/ GDPR).
The Lead Partner (HAMAG-BICRO), other Programme bodies and the Commission shall be allowed
to process personal data where necessary for the purpose of carrying out their respective
obligations under the body of rules and regulations, in particular for monitoring, reporting,
communication, publication, evaluation, financial management, verifications and audits and,
where applicable, for determining the eligibility of participants.
Detailed information for Light Project visibility and communication are given in Communication
and Visibility Guide of the Interreg VI-A HU-HR Programme and visibility and communication
guidelines for the Light Partners under B Light 2 project developed by LP.

O O O O O

Article 16
Audits and audit trail

The responsible EU audit bodies, within their responsibility, and the Audit Authority are entitled
to audit the use of funds by the Light Partners or to arrange for such an audit to be carried out by
authorised persons.

The Light Partners must provide all documents required for the audit, as well as all necessary
information and give access to its business premises.
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The Light Partners are obliged to ensure that all files, documents, and data related to its part of
Light Project activities of the Light Project are retained for audit purposes for a 5 (five)-year period
from 31 December of the year in which the last payment from the Programme to the Lead Partner
for Light Project is made.

Documents shall be kept either in the form of the originals, or certified true copies of the originals,
or on commonly accepted data carriers including electronic versions of original documents or
documents existing in electronic version only.

Article 17
State Aid and de minimis

In the frame of this Agreement the Light Partners of the Light Project receive de minimis aid
covering their Light Project part in full in accordance with Commission Regulation (EU) No
2023/2831 of 13 December 2023, in line with the application of Articles 107 and 108 of the TFEU.
Titles under the General Block Exemption Regulation (GBER) will not be applied.
The Lead Partner (HAMAG-BICRO) is responsible for the awarding, documenting and reporting to
the Programme Bodies of the awarded de minimis aid.

Croatia as Managing Authority and as aid provider grants the aid to Light Partners.
Therefore, based on the declaration of the Light Partners, it has to be ensured that none of them
have received de minimis aid above the defined maximum per Member State (Croatia). Awarded
amount of de minimis aid in the frame of the Light Project has to be detailed by source and Light
Partners in Annex IIl.
All documents and records in relation to de minimis aid must be maintained for 10 years from the
date on which the aid was granted and shall be provided to the European Commission or the
Managing Authority or the body designated for the validation of expenditures (Ministry of
Regional Development and EU Funds, Zagreb in Croatia; Széchenyi Programme Office, Territorial
Offices in Pécs and Zalaegerszeg) upon request within 20 working days.
The Light Partners must respect the following legal framework:

- national legislation;

- Commission Regulation (EU) No 2023/2831 of 13 December 2023, in line with the

application of Articles 107 and 108 of the TFEU. Titles under the General Block Exemption
Regulation (GBER) will not be applied.

Article 18
Sustainability and follow up activities

The sustainability period of a Light Project shall end 3 years after the completion of the Light
Project. Completion date of a Light Project is the last day of Light Project implementation.

Light Partners are obliged to sustain and operate developments of the Light Project until the end
of the sustainability period.

Purchased equipment and outputs of works and infrastructure activities cannot be sold, cannot
be subject of any claim within the Light Project’s sustainability period.
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2. Two scheme-specific result indicators should be met by each Light Project proving their value-
added cooperation:

i Documentary evidence of signed contractual business agreement with third parties for
selling the commonly developed new or upgraded product, technology or service by
either or all of Light Partners within the implementation and the period of max. 2 years
after the completion of the Light Project, proven by signed business agreement /
agreements.

ii. Reaching the minimum value of selling of commonly developed new or upgraded
product, technology or service by either or all of Light Partners, required minimum value
is 20% of the total grants allocated to the Light Project within the implementation and
the period of max. 2 years after the completion of the Light Project, proven by trial
balance of the Light Partners.

3. Programme result indicator RCR84 should be met by all Light Project partners proving their
cooperation across borders after Light Project completion by coordinating and securing a formal
statement or agreement between cooperating entities confirming continued cooperation beyond
the end of the supported Light Project. Such cooperation agreements may be concluded during
Light Project implementation or within one year after Light Project completion and shall not be
required to address the same thematic scope as the completed Light Project.

Programme result indicator RCR25 should be met by Light Project proving that enterprises
supported within the project achieved higher value added per employee. The indicator counts
enterprises for which the value added per employee for the fiscal year after the year of
completion of output is at least 2% higher than the value added per employee in the year before
the project started.

4. Records regarding de minimis aid shall be maintained for 10 years from the date on which it was
granted, and such invitation of the granter the Light Partner is obliged to present all the
documents. On request of the EC information shall be provided on de minimis aid within 20
workdays.

5. Light Partner responsible for Light Project part comprising investment in infrastructure or
productive investment shall repay the contribution from the Programme funds if within three
years of the final payment to the Lead Partner for the Light Project — or within the period of time
set out in State aid rules, where applicable — it is subject to any of the following:

a) acessation or relocation of a productive activity outside the NUTS 2 level Region in which it
received support;

b) achange in ownership of an item of infrastructure which gives to a firm or a public body an
undue advantage;

c) a substantial change affecting its nature, objectives or implementation conditions which
would result in undermining its original objectives.

6. The follow-up activities reporting period (sustainability period) shall last three (3) years after the
official completion of the Light Project.

During the follow-up activities reporting period (sustainability period), Light Partners shall be
obliged to provide, upon request, all information, documentation, and evidence related to
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continued cooperation and project results as requested by the Lead Partner (HAMAG-BICRO)
and/or the Programme Bodies.

Light Partners shall ensure that all requested information is accurate, complete, and submitted
within the deadlines set by the Lead Partner or the relevant Programme Bodies for the purpose
of monitoring, reporting, and verification of continued cooperation after project completion.

Article 19
Conflict of interests

If any conflict of interest arises or may arise during the Light Project implementation, the Light
Partners shall immediately take all necessary steps to resolve it and notify the Lead Partner
(HAMAG-BICRO) in writing.

The Lead Partner (HAMAG-BICRO) may verify the measures taken to resolve the conflict of
interests and may require additional measures to be taken, if necessary. In case the Lead Partner
(HAMAG-BICRO) establishes that the proposed measures have not been implemented, the Lead
Partner (HAMAG-BICRO) reserves the right to terminate this Agreement in line with Article 21.

Article 20
Modification of the Light Project

During the duration of the Light Project, the Light Partners are entitled to request modifications.
The maodification request shall be submitted jointly by all Light Partners and must be submitted
at the latest four (4) months before the end of the implementation of the Light Project.

The modification shall be submitted and handled in line with the rules of the Project
Implementation Manual of the Interreg VI-A Hungary-Croatia Programme, except for changes in
Light Project partnership which is stipulated in Article 9 of this Agreement.

Article 21
Termination of the Agreement

The Lead Partner (HAMAG-BICRO) may terminate the present Agreement and demand the
repayment of Programme co-financing in full or in part, by giving a 30-day written notice and
without paying compensation of any kind, if:

a) the Light Partners provide false or incomplete information required in the selection procedure
or in the implementation of the Light Project;

b) the Light Partners fail to fulfil any condition or obligation resulting from the present
Agreement;

c) the Light Partners become insolvent, are having its affairs administered by the courts, have
entered into an arrangement with creditors, have suspended business activities, are the
subject to bankruptcy proceedings or proceedings concerning those matters or are in any
other analogous situation;
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d) the Light Partners, or any related person?, have committed fraud or are involved in any illegal
activity detrimental to the European Union’s financial interests;

e) achange in the Light Partners status or any other Light Partners statuses which substantially
affects the implementation of the Light Project or puts into question the award decision;

f) the Light Project has not been or cannot be fully implemented, or it has not been or cannot
be implemented in due time;

g) the Light Project significantly failed to reach objectives, results and outputs planned in the
Light Project Application, unless duly justified;

h) the Light Partners have failed to submit required reports, proofs, or necessary information
requested by the Lead Partner (HAMAG-BICRO) or JS within the set deadline, provided that
the Light Partners have received at least one written reminder setting the deadline and
specifying the legal consequences of a failure to comply with the requirements;

i) the implementation of the Light Project is affected by one of the Light Partners without the
knowledge/participation of the other Light Partners;

j) the Programme co-financing has been partially or entirely misapplied for purposes other than
those agreed upon;

k) the Light Partners have impeded or prevented the auditing of its part of the Light Project or
failed to retain its part of the Light Project documentation required for the audit;

I) the Light Partners have failed to immediately report events delaying or preventing the
implementation of its part of the Light Project, or any circumstances leading to its
modification;

m) EU legislation and/or national legislation has been violated;

n) the present Agreement has not given rise to any payment within 8 months of its signature.

The Lead Partner shall notify the Joint Secretariat and the Managing Authority upon any

information regarding termination of present Agreement.

Upon termination of this Agreement by the Lead Partner (HAMAG-BICRO), the Light Partners of

the Light Project shall receive a written notice with necessary instructions regarding the closure

of the Light Project.

In cases of termination of this Agreement specified in points a), d), e), i), j) and m) of paragraph 1

of this Article, the Lead Partner (HAMAG-BICRO) may request full or partial repayment of amounts

already paid from the grant, in proportion to the gravity of the irregularity in question after
allowing the Light Partners to submit its clarification.

The Light Partners shall be entitled to request payments from the Programme and Lead Partner

(HAMAG-BICRO) only for the part of the Light Project carried out and activities completed before

termination of this Agreement that contribute to Programme indicators.

If the European Commission fails to make the funds available or takes the decision to interrupt or

totally to suspend the funds, the Lead Partner (HAMAG-BICRO) is entitled to terminate the

Any related person means any physical person with powers of representation, decision-making or control in relation to
the Light Partners.
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present Agreement. In this case, the Lead Partner (HAMAG-BICRO) is not obliged to pay any
indemnity to the Light Partners.

7. The present Agreement may be terminated by written mutual agreement between the Light
Partners and Lead Partner (HAMAG-BICRO).

Article 22
Payment instruments

To ensure the orderly fulfilment of contractual obligations, the Light Partners undertakes to deliver
for each Light Partner to the Lead Partner (HAMAG-BICRO):

- 1 (one) blank promissory note (zaduznica) of the Light Partner and 1 (one) personal blank
promissory note (zaduznica) of the founder, up to the full amount of the Light Partner’s
requested EU funds (for Light Partners based in the Republic of Croatia)

- Unconditional and irrevocable consent to issue a prompt collection order on all bank
accounts of the Light Partner covering the full amount of the requested EU funds (for Light
Partners based in Hungary)

The Light Partner and the guarantor (for Light Partners based in the Republic of Croatia) allow the
Lead Partner (HAMAG-BICRO), in case of non-fulfilment of contractual obligations, to fill out a blank
enforceable debenture and submit it for collection to the Financial Agency or any other financial
institution that is responsible for its payment.

Article 23
Final Provisions

1. All official correspondence between the Light Partners and the Lead Partner (HAMAG-BICRO) shall
be in writing and in English language.

2. All matters not regulated in the present Agreement are subject to the legal understanding laid
down in this Agreement and the Civil Code in Croatia.

3. Any amendments to this document shall be in writing and shall be signed by all Parties (Lead
Partner (HAMAG-BICRO) and Light Partners of the Light Project). The Lead Partner shall notify the
Joint Secretariat and the Managing Authority of any amendment or supplement to the present
Agreement.

4. In case of legal succession any of the Parties, the Party involved is obliged to transfer all the
obligations under this Agreement to its legal successor.

5. This Agreement shall be governed in accordance with the laws of the Republic of Croatia. In case
of differences that are not ruled by this Agreement, the Parties agree to find an amicable and
mutually acceptable solution. In the absence of an amicable settlement, the Parties will submit
themselves to the exclusive competence of the competent court in Zagreb.
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6. In case of discrepancies between the Subsidy Contract and this Agreement, the Subsidy Contract

shall prevail.

7. The Parties commit themselves to take measures in order to ensure that all staff members
carrying out work within the Light Project respect the confidential nature of information regarded
as such, and do not disseminate it, pass it on to third parties or use it without prior written consent

of the Lead Partner (HAMAG-BICRO) and the Light Partner that provided the information.
8. This Agreement shall be signed in (3-5) original copies of which each Party keeps one original.

9. The Parties signing this Agreement have fully understood and accepted its contents and

undertake to carry out the activities and responsibilities as set out therein.

For the Lead Partner

Light Partner 1
Light Partner name:

Name: HAMAG-BICRO

Name: Vjeran Vrbanec

Title: Chairman of the Board of Directors
Signature:

Name: Ante-Janko Bobetko

Title: Deputy Chairman of the Board of Directors
Signature:

Date:

Name:

Title:

Signature and stamp:

Date:
Light Partner 2

Light Partner name:

Name:

Title:

Signature and stamp:
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Date:
Light Partner 3

Light Partner name:

Name:

Title:

Signature and stamp:

Date:
Light Partner 4

Light Partner name:

Name:

Title:

Signature and stamp:

Date:
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Annexes to this Agreement

Annex | — Approved Light Project Application Form of the Light Project

Annex |l - Details of the bank accounts to which the EU contribution of the Light Beneficiaries shall be
transferred, data (name and address of bank, IBAN number and SWIFT code of the account)
per Light Beneficiary.

Annex Il — Applicable Light Project specific State aid rules
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